"He condemned sin in the flesh;" that is, he there condemned the evil root of sin which is in our flesh, -our carnal nature. But he also "made an end of sins," -of the actual sins of every believer.
Thus, between God and Christ alone the entire question of sin was gone into, and finally settled on the Cross. "Simon Peter said unto him, Lord whither goest thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go thou canst not follow me now." Just as Abraham and Isaac were alone on the top of the mountain in the land of Moriah, so were God and Christ alone, amidst the solemnities and solitudes of Calvary.
The only part we had in the Cross was, that our sins were there. Jesus alone bore the full weight of their judgment. (Comp. Daniel 9:24; Romans 8:3; II Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 9:26, 28).
Whenever this blessed truth is learnt from God's own word, and maintained in the soul by faith, through the power of the Holy Ghost, all is peace, joy and victory. It takes the believer completely away from himself, from his doubts, fears, and questions. And his eye now gazes on ONE Who, by his finished work, has laid the foundation of divine and everlasting righteousness, and who is now at the right hand of the Majesty in the highest, as the perfect definition of every true believer.
With him, with him alone, the believer's heart is now to be occupied.
Faith is fully assured that when God puts away sin, it must be put away entirely; that, when Jesus exclaimed, "IT IS FINISHED," the work was done, -God was glorified, the sinner saved, the whole power of Satan completely destroyed, and peace established on the most solid basis.
Hence, we find, "The God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant."
He was the God of Judgment at the Cross. He is the God of peace at the opening grave. Every enemy has been vanquished, and eternal peace proclaimed, through the blood of his Cross. "He was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father." He rose" in the power of an endless life," and associates every believer with himself, in the power of that life in resurrection. Having been cleansed by his blood, they are accepted in his person. (See Ephesians 1:6; Colossians 2:10; I John 5:20).
Jesus, having thus fully accomplished the work that was given him to do, and gone up on high, the Holy Ghost came down as a witness to us that redemption was finished, the believer "perfected forever" and Christ glorified in heaven. The apostles then began to publish the glad tidings of salvation to the chief of sinners.
The subject of their preaching was, "Jesus and the resurrection." And all who believed on him as risen and glorified were immediately and eternally saved. "And this is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son: he that hath the Son hath life, and be that hath not the Son of God hath not life." (I John 5:11, 12) .
